
East Pike PTA
September 17, 2009
 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order

President Barb Peles called the East Pike PTA Meeting to order at 6:44 p.m. at East Pike Elementary School, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Board members in attendance were:  Barb Peles, president; Sheri Bowersox, vice president; Holly Ciocca, treasurer; Laura McLaine, recording secretary; and Christy Kimmel, corresponding secretary.  Other PTA members in attendance included fourth, fifth, and sixth grade parents.
President’s Report
President Barb Peles gave a detailed power point presentation including information on what PTA is, what PTA does, and why you should join the PTA.  Barb explained East Pike PTA’s goals and how the PTA will reach those goals through its educational events, healthy/sports programs, fun themed events, and fundraising programs.  Barb also announced the release of the PTA’s new website to be used as a communication tool for parents, teachers, and PTA board members.  There are clipboards out in the hall at the PTA table for parents to sign up to volunteer for any PTA committees.  
Vice President’s Report

Vice President Sheri Bowersox explained the PTA sponsored Reflections program which enhances the Art program here at East Pike.  This year the PTA will be working with Dr. Chakot and Mr. Murray, who has already mentioned and been working with the children on their ideas of this year’s topic “Beauty is….”.  This is an easy and really fun way for the children to express themselves.  The children can take a photograph, write and compose a music piece, choreograph a dance, draw a picture, or write an essay.

On Thursday, October 15th the PTA is hosting Sherry Bruner, the head of Arts in Education chair, to explain all the categories and the rules and guidelines.  The children will be judged by ages, and everyone will receive a participation ribbon.  We are hoping this event will be as big and well attended as the Science and Social Studies fair.
Last year there were 11 out of 370+ students who participated and a few submitted more than one project.  East Pike had three entries go on to the state level.  This year the PTA would like to increase the number of participants in the Reflections program.  More information will be coming home next month.  There is a clipboard out on the PTA table to sign up to help review the student forms and projects as they come in, to help find judges, and to help the students enhance their individuality through the reflections program.
Recording Secretary Report

Recording Secretary Laura McLaine read the minutes from the PTA meeting on May 4, 2009.  There were no corrections, and the minutes were submitted for approval.

Corresponding Secretary Report

Corresponding Secretary Christy Kimmel thanked everyone who helped with the Back to School picnic and the garden work around the pond.  Christy sent out thank you notes to those who volunteered their time.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Holly Ciocca presented the treasurer’s report.  Copies of the estimated budget were available for PTA members to review.  The starting balance for the 2009-2010 school year was $15,648.63.  Holly stressed that the budget was based on an estimate of the amount of funds the PTA will be able to raise.  Christy Kimmel moved to accept the East Pike PTA budget for 2009-2010 as presented.  Beth Kobak seconded the motion.  The budget was approved.  A copy of the budget is attached.
Unfinished Business
· Barb stated how exciting it was to have a great turn out at the Back to School picnic.  There were approximately 325 people in attendance.

· Barb thanked Denise Shaw and the yearbook committee for doing such a great job on the yearbook.  This past year was the first year for a full color yearbook.  East Pike is very fortunate to have a full yearbook when most schools only do a sixth grade yearbook.

· Barb thanked Barb Hauge for all her hard work on the garden around the pond as well as acquiring the donated items for the garden.
New Business
· Barb announced that the East Pike PTA bylaws are being revised and will be available on the East Pike PTA website by October 1st.  The PTA will be voting to adopt the new bylaws at the November 18th PTA meeting.

· Barb announced that the book fair will be moved this year from November to February.  The book fair chair this year is Andrea Neiderhiser.
· Barb gave a fundraising update.  There were 57 school mall booklets completed.  84 Fundraising is our largest fundraiser of the year.  Orders from this fundraiser are due October 2nd.  This year house and garden flags are included in the fundraiser packet.  The sixth grade class is participating in the flag sale alongside the PTA this year.  Sixth grade will get the profit from any flags sold by sixth graders.  The flags are displayed in the parent zone area at school for anyone to see.

· Laura McLaine gave the Market Day report.  It is attached.

· Barb explained all the refunding items that the PTA collects to earn money or items for our school.

Announcements

The next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 7th, 2009 from 1:30pm-3:15pm in the cafeteria.  This meeting is also the fall party planning meeting.
Adjournment

President Barb Peles concluded the PTA meeting at 7:03pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Laura McLaine

